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TWO ADDRESSES OF CONRAD WEISER TO THE 
GERMAN" VOTERS OF PENNSYLVANIA. 

[Manuscript in Collection of the Historical Society of Pennsylvania.] 

To my Brethern the Germans. 

Being by Chance at one of my Country Peoples his Shop 
at Philadil" to buy some necessaries ; he ask'd me whether 
I had not heard what a sad Work there was going on and 
when I said no, he would persuade me that the Govern 1 and 
his Party, actually intended to deprive us of our Libertys, 
and to obtrude upon us a Militia Act ; and that in Case the 
Germans did not come down to this new Election to give 
their Votes for all the Members of the former Assembly 
they would lose their Priveledges in a short Time. 

At other Places where my Business call'd me several 
credible People told me to beware of the Wisters and one 
or two more, because they were employ'd by some zealous 
Sticklers of the former Assembly in Order to deceive their 
Country People by telling them a fictious Story about a 
military Law frightning them with an attempt against our 
Priveledges. — These said further, how the last Assembly 
had squandered w th their wranglings and squablings all 
the Money which was by Cash at the Time when they came 
to the Assembly which was several thousand Pounds, to- 
gether with the Revenues from the Excise and the Interest 
of the Paper Money and that they were four thousand 
pound in Debt besides : and in order to conceal these Things 
they had basely hinder'd the printing of the Resolves and 
Votes of the last Assembly which always are publish'd in- 
stantly after the last Session. This Conduct appear'd directly 
to me so unreasonable that I thought if this be true I might 
believe every Thing else and went, to the Gazetteer Frank- 
lin, asking for the Votes of the Assembly ; but he coldly 
answer'd that he was busy w th the printing of the Laws, 
they would be publish'd after the new Election. Hereupon 
I went to some of my acquaintance in Germantown of whom 



Two Addresses of Conrad Weiser to the German Voters. 517 

I had a good opinion asking their Advice what to do, but 
I found that they either knew Nothing else or would tell 
nothing else but that a military Law wou'd ruin the Coun- 
try and as I made some mention about the Assembly's 
squandering away the public Money ; they did not so much 
as make any answer to it which eonfirm'd my Suspicion 
that this people were in a League w th the Sticklers of the 
former Assembly, to conceal from you my dear Country- 
men that which you and all the World ought to know about 
their intricate and sumptuous Administration ; instead of that 
they alarm you w* the Danger of a military Law, which is 
impossible at a Time when Peace is expected, and suppose 
there was to be a French War which is not to be presum'd, 
the Govern 1 (as I am credibly inform'd) told several hun- 
dreds of People that he would not suffer nor pass any Bill 
or Act w lh out this express Condition, that all such con- 
scientious People whose Principle doth not permit them to 
bear Arms or to defend themselves shall be exempted from 
doing Service. The Love I bear unto you my Country 
people moves me to declare unto you publickly that ye may 
no longer be deceiv'd, you think to prevent a great Deal of 
Damage if you give your Votes for the old Assembly ! but 
if there happeneth no change how is it possible to enquire 
into these Things and to acquaint the publick w th it ? Where 
but one Sett of People keeps together, they may tell us and 
make us believe what they please and conceal from us as 
they think fit, it would be better therefore, that any other 
Sort of People was join'd to them who could reflect upon 
their Actions and give us an account of them. How my 
dear Friends have we no more than eight Persons since 
our being in this Provence in whom we can put our Confi- 
dence and Trust ? — It is but these three last Years that I 
heard the Names of two or three of the late Assemblymen ; 
but I never discover'd that they were Friends to our Nation. 
There must certainly be a great many unto whom we owe 
more, Who have procur'd to us our Naturalization ? cer- 
tainly not these people but other People — If we had receiv'd 
no Favours and Kindness before the Names of these Men 
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ever were heard of, we never would have at present the 
Priveledge to give our Votes, we never would have obtain'd 
our Lands and Farms upon such easy Terms and so many 
Priviledges we now can boast of. Is there not one more 
now alive to whom we are oblig'd for his Benevolence in 
procuring to us all those advantages and in whom we can 
put our Confidence at this Time ? — Certainly the great Num- 
ber of our former Friends is not become so little that we 
cannot find two Persons to give our Votes to them, to the 
End that they may join six of the other Party, for this is 
only what is desir'd. And should we decline such a mod- 
erate and just Proposition ? I assure you there are no such 
Attempts to hurt your Privledges no, not at all. The only 
Intention is to change two Men to see if there can be made no 
Peace or Accommodation between both contending Parties. 
The Peace is offer' d unto us, why should we refuse it, 
how cau we answer it for ourselves that where there are such 
reasonable Propositions made to us, we on the contrary 
should keep alive the Quarrel by adhering to a particular 
sort of People and to widen the Breach, that is grown 
already intolerable. Great many of our sincere Friends tell 
us; that it is at present in the Power of the O-ermans to procure 
Peace and Quietness to the whole Provence if they would 
but choose some good new Members to join the old Assembly, 
and should we neglect such healing Proposition ? What will 
be the Consequence in Case there happeneth to be a French 
War? (which altho it is not likely now never the less it is 
not impossible) and the Governm* should receive orders 
from Home, to put this Country in a Posture of De- 
fence will this Conduct of the Germans indear them to 
the Court ? Can they expect after they have done what they 
could to hinder the afore 84 that they will enjoy that Indul- 
gence to be excus'd from bearing Arms as if they had be- 
hav'd peaceably and grateful towards Governm' for so many 
Benefits they have receiv'd. They may be assur'd for cer- 
tain that there is no Hardships intended them, much less to 
force them to bear Arms if they do but behave as good 
People and not intermeddle wi th other People's Business and 
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are neither partial" nor tumultuous which doth not become 
them aa Eoreignors, and much less as Christians. 

But whatever Providence may have concluded Peace or 
War, tell me dear Country People what shall we say for our- 
selves, if we should be next Year without Trustees in the 
Loan Office by neglecting this Reconciliation of both con- 
tending Parties of the Legislature, who are each an essential 
Part of the Constitution ; for the Time which they have to 
serve will certainly expire next Month ! (whatever others 
may pretend to the contrary). If we should be depriv'd of 
the Benefit of the five Pound Act which is expir'd already ! 
If we also should be depriv'd of the Benefit of making Laws, 
tho judg'd ever so necessary by the Governm' ! Yea, if our 
publick Debts should increase so much by these Contentions 
that they cannot be paid without a provincial Tax which must 
be laid on every individual Head ! If all this and all other 
Damage which will befall the Country through the Election 
of the former sort of members should be imputed to the 
Germans will bring upon us the ill will of all the good and 
decent People of this Province, and moreover the King's 
Indignation and "Wrath, who has been so gracious as to 
grant us all the Liberties and Priviledges which Englishmen 
by Birth enjoy. 

A Sincere and well-meaning Advice to our Country People the 

Germans. 
Dear Country Men 

It is with great Concern that I speak to you concerning 
the approaching Election of an Assembly, A Matter so im- 
portant that every Inhabitant of this Province possessing as 
little as ever, as his Property, and if but his own Life (if he 
loveth it) is concerned in it. The Thing itself is that for 
above a years Time a Contention arose about the Question 
whether it was lawful to give Tribute to Caesar or not? 
We the Germans have (if to be judged according to our 
Behaviour) untill this Time answered no to the same, by 
having at first and second Time chosen such an Assembly, 
who in such a Manner have resisted what was justly required 
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of us by our most gracious King, relating to the Expenees 
of the War, as to enter into Contention with the Governour, 
not only parting with Nothing for the King, but also kept 
from the Governour his usual Salary, which had been these 
Seventy Years giving to preceeding Governours. Give me 
therefore leave to submit to your Consideration, that the 
greatest Part of us did retire to this Country, to enjoy Peace 
and Safety and some to get their living in an easier Way 
than in Germany ; all this we have found in Abundance, and 
have besides been kindly received and defended by the 
Governours of this Province especially by this our present 
Governour, And above all his British Majesty has of late by 
an Act of Parliament granted and given to us being Prot- 
estants the Liberties and Privileges of the freeborn subjects 
of Great Britain and that even almost without any Charges. 
It is therefore, to be deeply consider'd, whether all this is 
not more than sufficient, to move us into a dutiful Grateful- 
ness to say Yes to the above propos'd Question (even divine 
and temporal Laws do require it) and in Consequence thereof 
to choose such Assembly Men as might not any longer 
resist such a lawful Bequest which the present Circum- 
stances require. And it is also to be fear'd, that if we as 
New-Comers and having received so much good, do for the 
future resist the Governour, under Pretence of Liberty it 
may not be beneficial for us, but rather throw a Disgrace 
upon us, as even the wisest among the Quakers have ob- 
serv'd, and shewn their Discontents with the Proceedings 
of the Assembly for these two Years past, for having been 
against the Governour or rather the King's Instructions, 
which Behaviour if not proceeded out of a private Envoy is 
left to Time and to the Judgement of the wisest. 

It is therefore more necessary in the present Circum- 
stances to choose another Assembly whose Concern and 
Care it may be to settle the Differences between the Gov- 
ernour and the Country and take proper Measures that 
Peace and Unity may be restored and have Dominion 
amongst us. Besides this we are every Day in Danger to 
have a War with Prance which Nation can raise many 
Thousands, being possessed of Canada situate toward North, 
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a well fortified Country and of large Extent, and towards 
West they are in Possession of the great River Mississipi 
whose Branches extend very far, Part of it eall'd Ohio or 
Allegany where our Traders use to go to trade with the 
Indians doth extend even to the Bounds of Pensilvania and 
there is but a small Distance between the same and the West 
Part of Susquehanna. All the Indians living near the 
Branches of Mississippi are in Alliance with the French and 
it is easy for them to come by the aforesaid Way and lay this 
Province desolate in the Space of a few Days, sooner than 
any of our neighbouring Provinces, and in what barbarous 
and cruel a Manner these Indians treat those who they take 
to be their Enemies, may not be expressed with a few 
Words. I do heartily wish that we never may feel any 
Thing of it. This itself requires of us to live a good 
Union, if we had no other Reason for it, considering that a 
House divided in itself cannot stand, and yet some have 
undertaken (as it seemeth) to divide us, and to bring you 
into a Belief, that if any other than Quakers should be 
chosen for an Assembly, you would be brought into such a 
slavery as you narrowly escap'd by coming into this Country. 
It is therefore to be greatly pytied, that some may venture 
to take the Liberty to breed such Falshoods in their Minds 
and spread it among the People, and tho' the Quakers are 
a sober and industrious People and according to their Share 
in the Govern* we enjoy'd their Protection, yet we see that 
some of them commit such Faults and favour their own ex- 
travagant Views as well as others. We are therefore, more 
in Want of Men who may settle our Differences rather than 
of such as increase them, and relating the aforesaid Slavery 
you may be assured, your Choice of an Assembly will 
always be a great Majority of English, and as no Nation in 
the World is more zealous for the Preservation of their 
Liberties in whom as Englishmen we may therefore in this 
Respect safely confide. 

That Wisdom may govern your Choice and Peace upon 
Earth and Love among People have the Dominion is what 
your Friend and Countryman heartily wishes. 

Conrad Weiser. 



